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in mending the situation that demoralizes the country they so proudly
defend.” | '

I am conscious that the consequences of my actions affect others
besides me. It must be a tough situation for you and Mother, as well as '
heartbreaking for the rest of the family and my wife, not to mention the
kids Mateo and Danny. Perhaps this is the true reason that stopped me
from writing to you previously. A devastating feeling of guilt-overwhélms
my spirit every time [ think of how much you must be worrying and
suffering because of me. Please, Father, be so kind-as to forgive me for
not taking you into consideration and for making you undergo such
horrifying moments; I think indeed I should ask not just you, but
everybody else, to forgive me too.

On the other hand, what is then the correct way for a governor in
Colombia to lead his people if his beliefs lean toward nonviolence?
Should he continuously avoid dangerous situations for the sake of
safeguarding his family from pain and suffering? How does he reach a
balance between his own safety and the inevitable risks that accompany
being a governor in Colombia today? Could he pursue the path to
nonviolence without getting himself involved with the various forms of
violence that surround every corner of this country? How could he
face injustices and attempt to dismantle them and overcome them when
he is constantly and mostly worried about his own safety? Is it not that
fort, ironically, the one we build around governors in order to protect
them, that makes it impossible for them to see the reality in which their
people struggle everyday? There are so many questions, yet so few
answers, and unfortunately, those answers are not very hopeful for the
short run.

As time passes, my confidence about the benefits of spreading
and promoting nonviolence in Antioquia grows stronger. It is not about
using nonviolence as a tool to try to transform FARC-EP attitudes.
Before we can aim that high, it is absolutely necessary for the people
of Antioquia to familiarize themselves with the concept of nonviolence
“and to adopt it, to the best of their abilities, as their own. We need
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nonvzolence as a soczety to overcome our mistakes and transform the
cruel reality suffered by so many in Antioquia. Here I have pondered |
about what kind of message I could offer as a leader. I came to the
conclusion that the only message I want and can give is about the
| transformmg power of nonviolence, its tremendous capacity to bring
“out the best in human beings, even in the worst of circumstances.

Let’s empower ourselves to begin building consciousness. Let’s
make a commitment to work for a more just and peaceful country, without
- the need to resort to the conventional use of brute force._ Violence due
to ignorance or misconceptions is embedded in many of our traditions
and the education system in Colombia. Our average leaders and
" government officials have commonly portrayed hypocrisy as a strategy
for success. It seems to me that today’s politics in Colombia have as
their motto “ the end Justifies the means.” This scheme is no longer
valid or acceptable to me. Yes, we wish for a noble cause. We want to
consolidate it and we want a true social transformation to last.
Nevertheless, it is the responsibility of us governors to be cautious of
the means. "

Our task, if we hope for a new Antioquia, is to open the doors to
all the possibilities that nonviolence offers and to incorporate them in
the different segments of community life—family, education, relationships
among people, communities, and nations—overcoming poverty and
inequalities to be able to build a new nation based on human principles.
I am a true believer in the potential of nonviolence to transform
behaviors and attitudes. This in turn will help us to create new forms of
politics and new models for social solutions. I feel that we cannot
continue justifying violence as inevitable and accepting it as routine.
Nonviolence, as Mario Lopez has stated “...allows us to view human
beings as talented creatures not limited in nature; capable of achieving
the highest ideals and finding the best solutions.” These thoughts almost
replicate word by word what I prapoéed' during my campaign for
governor. Now is the moment of truth, to prove it to my people by setting
 an example. That is precisely what I have been doing by means of
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suffering firsthand the undeserved torture that horrtftes all of
Colombzas people: ktdnappmg ' -

In any case, beloved Father, these are some of the explanations I
wanted to share with you Please forgive the melodrama...

Being here, in the midst of simplicity and routine, can teach so
much to a human being as long as he is willing to learn. Jokingly, we
sometimes think of ourselves as graduate students mastering various
subjects. One area is tolerance and adaptability to the most ascetic
ways of living; another area is nutrition, since we have been able to
test how much we can reduce our diets without affecting the good
functioning of our bodies. I remember how much you love rice. Here I
have learned to value it, and now I consider it a true delicacy. When
they give us rice I sometimes do not eat it all; I save it in a little container
for the next meal. (I do the same thing with the arepas [traditional
pastries], which can last up to a few days this way.) I could do an
extended study of the flora and fauna here, but for that I would need a
great expert such as Tone. So far what I have been able to enjoy and
learn about flora has not been much, I have not even seen that many
orchids around yet. In this way I could go on and on with an infinite
number of small areas of study. Thus I do not feel I am totally wasting
my time here. I also teach English to the officers and noncommissioned
officers. With some difficulty, but with the dictionarys help, I am trying
to improve my orthography (I am sure you notice how far from success
I remain). o '

Beloved Father, it would be a great joy for me to hear your voice
again or at least receive some news from you. There are a few radio
broadcasts (La Carrilera at 5 am-RCN and Las Voces del Secuestro-
Caracol), that receive written messages (fax or e-mail) and broadcast
them for hostages to listen to. I do not expect you to do it often, but it
would certainly make me very happy to listen to you from time to time.
If you believe it would not be appropriate I will surely understand. In
that case, Yolanda could forward some information about the latest
developments in your battles....
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 The FARC-EP has a much slower pace in dealiﬁg with things than

~ we citizens and governors are used to. It is likely that our captzv:ty

- could Iengthen further, and I do not wish you to feel frustrated. So it is
" better to be prepared in advance for an even longer separation and
for the possibility of losing the communication privileges that Gilberto
and I have been enjoying up until now, even though there is no particular
reason to make me think that a complication could occur in the near
future. ' ' | o

_ Whatever the case may be, _de&r Father, what I wanted to express
with this letter is that everything I have accomplished so far was
purposed in accordance with the teachings I received from you and
Mother; all the mistakes are mine. I love you and think of you every
day I miss you greatly; you have no idea how much it hurts me to

realize the pain I have caused you. I hope you understand after reading
this letter that I am fine. I want you to know that I will overcome absolutely

anything necessary just to embrace you once again.

With warmest regards from your son who loves and remembers
- you always, '

Guillermo

[This letter was published in full as an editorial in El Mundo
(Medellin, Colombia), May 11,.2003. Translation by Tatiana
Maurin, Center for Global Nonviolence, Honolulu, Hawai’i
(www.globalnonviolence.org). Glenn D. Paige is the author of
Nonkilling Global Political Science (Xlibris 2002, available from

FOR) and president of the Center for Global Nonviolence. For
more on Gaviria’s nonviolence see http://www.colombia-

noviolencia.gov.co.]
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